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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1-3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for sealing cylindrical capsules formed of a body 
and of a cap inserted axially inside one another, comprisiitg means to feed capsules positioned 
to be sealed^ means to distribute a liquid sealing solution along the rim of the cap of each 
capsule and a computerized microprocessor control unit designed to coordinate the movement 
5 of the memb^s of the apparatus^ further including: 

- a first and a second horizontally circular platform-shaped supports angularly movable 
in steps, each provided with seats designed to contain the capsules to be sealed, the seats of said 
second circular platform-shaped support being in a much larger number than the seats of said 
first circular platform-shaped support and said second circular platform-shaped support partially 
10 underlying said first circular platform-shaped support; 

-for each circular platform-shaped support, respective means for stepped angular feed; 

-means to transfer the capsules fi^om said first circular platform-shaped support to said 
second rigid circular platform-shaped support; and 

-means to unload the sealed capsules fi'om said second circular platform-shaped movable 
15 support; 

a plurality of through apertures provided in each circular platform-shaped support, 
distributed regularly according to coaxial circumferences to form said seats for said capsules, 
each revoI>nng circular platform-shaped support bdng superimp o rs e d superimposed and moved 

2 
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dose to a respective fixed table designed to prevent the capsules from being dropped from said 
np.,t...^ c y^h^rin f^\d means t o riistribute the sealing solution inrhide for each roxy of 
. p^.rP.<»nfsMdg T«^rJro.1arp1atfenn-shanedwinD0ft,i^di5trib^rt^^ 

a cnnteiner cont «i«in p the liquid se.alinB solution, said disk. thTQugb an flpertur^ pr9»iced \n 
^lA t^hleunderlvina saidfirstcir r ..l»rpl«tfnnn-shaned sunPOrtfttthelwel pfeach^rffltaf 
nf apertures coming with stepp e d rotation of said first drcular olalform-shaped support, into 
mntRct succeyiv^lv ^th the ra p^a.les disposfH mride the apertiifPH of said fifS^ circular 
piatfann.shaped «.p pnrt raising th * ^ slightly and said means to distribute the sealing solutiftn 
include a pressure rnller rotating t^ff^^th^r with said disk in the same dirprtinn flpd at the samg 
p^ph^l meed said disk, sai d rnll^r being carried hv an QSoiUatiPR ft'ement designed 
place it on the c« . p«»le to he seale d the onnosite side of the reSDCgtive distnbwtPr 4lglc, to 
nrovide the cap»»nles together ^ y ith said disk with a rotating movement to allow said disk tp 
uniformly transferthe liquid s o lution to the entire periphery of the rim of the cap of the cap^?^l^ . 



5. (Canceled). 



6. (Cunently Amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim [[5]] 4, wherein said apertures 
of said first circular platform-shaped support are distributed in the same number according to 
two concentric drcuraferences spaced apart and said aperturesof said second drcularplatform- 

shaped support are distributed in the same number according to several concentric 

5 circumferences. 

3 
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7-8. (Canceled). 

9. (Cuirently Amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim [[8]} 4. wherein, for each 
capsule, said pressure rollw has, projecting from the periphery, a pair of gaskets made of rubber 
or another resilient material designed to come into contact with the capsule on opposed parts 
with respect to the rim of the cap of the capsule* said gaskets each beuig spaced from said rim 
so that said pair of gaskets are not wet by the solution distributed thereon. 

10. (PrcwouslyPresented) Apparatus as dmmed in claim 4, wherein: 
-saidrevolvingdrcular platfonn-shaped supports, withrespectivefixed tables, are partly 

supernnposed horizontally and are moved vertically dose one above the other; 

-in said fixed table of the upper platform for each drcumfeience of apertures, an 
apertme is provided designed to allow a capsule to drop from an aperture of the upper platform 
mto an aperture of the lower platform; 

-under the lower platform, horizontaUy at the level of apertures in said fixed table of the 
upper platform and m said fixed table of the lower platfonn, suction means are provided, 
designed to accelerate feed of the capsule from the upper platform to the lower platform; and 

■translatmg means of the second platform are provided, deagned to move it radially in 
steps with respect to the first platform, to position in succession apertures of the lower platform 
under ap^tures of the upper platform, to recdve the capsules through gravity. 

4 
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11. (Previously Presented) Apparatus as claimed in claim 4, for sealing capsules of 
elongated form, wherein the capsules are placed in the apertures of the first circular platform- 
shaped support in a horizontal position, with the axis of the capsule disposed radially to said 
first circular platform-shaped support, and the capsules in the second circular platform-shaped 

5 support are disposed in vertical position, means being provided to overturn the capsules during 

tranrfer from said first circularplatform-shaped support to said second circular platfi)rm-shaped 
support. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein said overtunung 
means include, in the apertures of the surfeoe underneath and adjacent to said first circular 
platform-shaped support, a respective pair of projections to support the capsule to be 
transferred, said projections being disposed inside the aperture at the level of the opposed ends 

5 of the capsule, one of said projections of each pair, by means of an actuator, being 

withdrawable from the aperture to allow the relative end of the capsule to drop overturning 
from a horizontal portion to a vertical position. 

13. (Previously Presented) Apparatus as claimed in daim 4, wherein said 
microprocessor control unit of the apparatus is deagned to control in a synchronized way 
stepped rotation and relative translation of the platforms, an actuator to overturn the capsules, 
and general synchronized operation of the feeding and sealing means. 

5 
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14. (Cancded). 

15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus fix sealing and drying cylindrical capsules 
fornied of a body and a cap inserted axtaQy inside one another, said apparatus comprising: 

a first horizontally drcular platform-shaped support with a top and a bottom, said top 
indudingaphirality ofhorizontal seats, each horizontal seat inchidingathroughaperturemeans 

5 to selectively support a capsule in a horizontal position or drop the capsule through said 

through aperture means, said first drcular phitfonn-shaped support rotating in stq>s around a 
first axis and a transfer means to selectively transfer the capsules fiom said first ri^d platform- 
shaped drcular support through said through aperture to bdow; 

a stepped angular feed means above said top to sdectively feed the capsules onto each 
10 of said horizontal seat; 

a sealing means bdow said bottom to distribute a liquid sealing sohxtion along the rim 

of the cap of each capsule; 

a second horizontaUy circular platform-shaped support placed partially underneath said 
first horizontally circular platform-shaped support and induding another top and another 
15 bottom, said another top induding a plurality of verticd seats to support the capsules in a 

verticd position and ^hronously rotating m said steps around a second ajds, who^dn said 
plurality of vertical seats outnumber said plurality ofhorizontal seats; 

an unloading meansforunloadingthe sealed capsules from said second platform-shaped 
circular movable support; and 

6 
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20 acomimterizedinicroprocessorcontrolumtdesignedtosynchroiiizesaidrt^^^ 

said first and sflid spr-nnd revolvin p circulaf olatform-shaped supPOItS ftr^ superimpp^d and 
mftvp rinse to a resneetive first anH a second fixe d tahles designed tO Prevent the capSHt^S from 
being dropped from said through aneitures. w h erein said first fixed table iacM^ a cross 
secrionthrou<diholetoanowsdective<aDsules t o Hronthroudi said through apertures and s^^ 

25 seAlina means incli.de fareachro w of apertures of said first ptatfomi-shaPQd girwlgr sypppyt . 

a distributor disk narrialh^ immersed in a conta i ner containine a Mguid sealing solmjon. said 
distributor dislc through an aoertun'. produced in fi rst fived table af the level of each circular 
row of apertures comine. with stepped r o tation of said first circular platform-shaped SUPPort, 
into contact successhrelv with the capsules di sposed inside the apertures of the first circular 

30 nlatfoim-shaped sunoort raisinp them sHehtl y and said sealing means inchide a pr^^e roller 

rotating together xwth said distribution dis if in the same direction and at the same peripheral 
speed as said distribution didc said roUer be ing carried bv an oscillating elcpignt designed tff 
place the edge of said roller on the caosule to be seal ed on the opposite side of said re^pgctjv^ 
distributor disk, to provide th e capsules together with said distributor disk with a rotating 

35 movement to allow said distri butor disk to uniformly transfer the Hquid solution to thg entire 

periphery of the rim of the cap of the capsule . 

16 -IS. (CanceUed). 

19. (Cuirently Amended) The apparatusaccording to daim ([18]] IS, wherein, for each 
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capsule, said pressure roUer has, projecting from the periphery, a pair of gaskets made of rubber 
or another resilient material designed to come into contact with the capsule on opposed parts 
with respect to the rim of the cap of the capsule, said gaskets each being spaced from said rim 
5 so that they are not wet by the solution distributed thereon. 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim [[16]] Ji, wherein: 

said revolving circular platform-shaped supports, with respective fi^ed tables, are partly 
superimposed horizontally and are moved vertically close to one another; 

in said fixed table of said first drcular platform-shaped support for each circumference 
5 of apertures, an aperture is provided designed to allow a ci«)sule to drop from an aperture of 

said upper platform into an aperture of said second circular platfijnn-shaped support; 

imder said second circular platform-shaped support, horizontally at the level of apertures 
in said fixed table of the first circular platform-shaped support and in said fixed table of said 
second platform-shaped support, suction means are provided, designed to accelerate feed of the 
1 0 capsule from said first circular platform-shaped support to said second circular platform-shaped 

support; and 

translatingmeansofthe second circdarplatform-shaped support are provided, design 
to move said second circular platform-shaped support radially in steps with respect to said first 
circular platform-shaped support, to position in succession apertures of said second circular 
15 platft)rm-shaped support under apertures of said first platform-shaped support, to receive the 

capsules through gravity. 

8 
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21. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim [[16]) 15. for sealing 
capsulesof elongatedfonn, wherein the capsules areplaced in the apertures of said first circular 
ptetfonn-shaped support in a horizontal position, with the axis of the capsule disposed radially 
to said circular platfonn-shaped support, and the capsules m said second circular platform- 
shaped support are disposed in vertical position, overturning means being provided to overturn 
the capsules during transfer from said first circular platfonn-shaped support to said second 
platform-shaped support. 

22. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein said 
overturamg means inchide, in the apertures of the surfece underneath and adjacent to said first 
circular platfonn-shaped support, a respective pair of projections to support the capsule to be 
transfened, said projections being disposed inside the aperture at the level of the opposed ends 
of the capsule, one of said projections of each pair, by means of an actuator, being 
withdrawable from the aperture to aUow the relative end of the capsule to drop overturning 
from a horizontal position to a vertical portion. 

23. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to daim [[16]] 15. wherein said 
microprocessor control unit is designed to control said synchronized stepped rotation and 
relative translation of said first and said second circular platform-shaped supports, an actuator 
to overturn tiie capsules, and general synchronized operation of said feeding and sealing means. 
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